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FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20554

Honorable Larry E. Craig
United States senate
313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Craig:

This is in reply to your letter of J~ 3, 1994, on behalf of your
constituents Mr. Lane Williams, Vice Pres1dent of the Rural Telepbane
carpany, and Mr. Michael Martel, of the Midvale Telephone Exchange.
Your constituents are canceIDed about the problems faced. by western
ntral telephone coopmies in serving small :rural ccmmmities under the
carpetitive bidding provisions of the Qmibus Budget Reconciliation
.Act of 1993 (OBRA). Your constituents also callea our attention to
the ccmnents filed by the Rocky M:m1tain Teleccmnunicatiaos
Association and the western Rural Telephcne Association ("the western
Alliance"), a group of telephone canpanies in western states. Your
letter was referred to me as Chief of the Personal Conmunications
Systems (PCS) Task Force for the Ccmnission.

On March 8, 1994, the carmission adopted a Second Report and Order in
Docket No. 93 - 253 . That proceeding established general menu of tcols
designed to assist those entities, including rural teleJ?hon.e
coopmies I identified by the Congress as requiring ~c1al

consideration by the carmission (the "designated ent1ties"). I am
pleased to note that the carmission has adopted several of the
proposals advocated by the western Alliance.

TIle Conmission, for example, adopted bidding credits and installment
payments for use ?¥ desi~ted entities, both of wl1ich were suggested
by the Western All1ance 1ll its ccmnents. The Ccmnission also
stretched. out its down payment requirements for designated entities,
again consistent with the Western Alliance's ccmnents.

We are confident that the measures we have adopted will help enable
rural telephone canpanies to provide personal carmunications services
to rural custaners. we also share your ccmnitment to the provision of
equal and tmiversal access of ccmm.mications services to all Americans
no matter where they live.
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January 3, 1994

Lou Sizemore
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Sizemore:
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Enclosed are letters I received from Lane Williams and Michael
Martell regarding the proposed FCC rule on Personal Communication
Service (PCS) technology (docket 93-314). As you know, rural
communities which depend on the service of small telephone
companies have distinct needs that differ from those of densely
populated urban areas.

I would appreciate your careful consideration of these comments
as you consider the adoption of the proposed regulations.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

'--'n: E· J.~
United States Senator
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1l1J1l~~TELEPHONECOMPANY
-~._~~ 704 WEST MADISON AVENUE

P.O. BOX 969 • GLENNS FERRY, IDAHO 83623
(208) 366-2614 FAX (208) 366-2615

November 17, 1993

The Honorable Larry E. Craig
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Craig:

As a rural telephone company serving your
constituents, we request that you contact the
Federal Communications Commission by November
24, 1993 urging them to adopt the recommendations
made in the November 10, 1993 comments filed by
Rocky Mountain Telecommunications Association and
Western Rural Telephone Association (the "Western
Alliance"). These comments point out the unique
problems faced by western rural telephone
companies, and the solutions needed to ensure
Personal Communications Service ("PCS") to rural
areas as mandated by Congress. You should have
already received a letter from these telephone
associations, providing you with details of their
proposals and asking for your support.

Michael,J~~Mart~ll

Y±Ge::"EEesident

MJMspb
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MIDVALE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, INC.

2205 KEITHLEY CREEK ROAD • MIDVALE, IDAHO 83645
1-800-462-4523 FAX (208) 355-2222

P.O. BOX 7
(208) 355-2211

Nov.

Senator Larry Craig
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-1203

Please find inclosed comments which I have sent to the
Fedel~al Comrl'.uni cations Cc,mmi ss ion. I wou ld apl=l1~ec i a te YOUI~

contacting the Commission to explain the consequences of
Market areas so large that small companies can't participate
and large companies will never serve because of the
spal~seness of t.he populat.ion. This PCS technolt:,gy, because
of t.he smallness of rural communit.ies, could provide regular
t.elephone service instead of the present buried physical
~\lil~I?S we presently use. We would still have to use "hal~d

IIJ i I~e II techrK.lclI;)y fOI' peop Ie 1 i v in,;) outs ide of commun it i es,
CI~ane CI~eek, Oi::<1e al~eas fCl~ e::::ample, but think of people I;.'ho
live in Midvale being able to take their phone to the store,
the Post. Office, to ChUl~ch. That's wh2~t. PCS might do f,:,r
small rural communit.ies and the companies who provide their
telephone service.

Thanks,

~
Lane Williams

Established in 1909· Williams Family Owned Since 1943



MIDVALE TELEPHONE EXCHANGE, INC.
P.O. BOX 7 • 2205 KEITHLEY CREEK ROAD • MIDVALE, IDAHO 83645
(208) 355-2211 1-800-462-4523 FAX (208) 355-2222

Federal Communication Commission
1919"M street, N. W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioners:

As a rUl~al Teleph.:;.ne Company, we ask your c,:;.nsiderati,:,n of
the November 10, 1993 .Joint Comments filed by Rocky Mc,untain
Telecc,rMf.unications Association and Western Rural Telephc.ne
Association in the Competitive Bidding rulemaking proceeding
cpp Docket No. 93-253). In addition to the situations
dl:sc l~ i. bed in U-"Jse comments, QUI' company f ac es a s i tua t i on
now which could use PCS as a substitute for buried plant in
providing local e>::change services. We e~<:pect to celnstruct
sys tems be.;:) i nn i ng in the summer 0 f 1994 wh i c h will sel~ve

thl~ee small l'emote me.untain commun i ties Ne,,~th and West of
Boise, Idaho.

As we understand the proposed rules, our company which serves
670 customers in 5 exchanges located in three states ~ill be
el iminated fl~om using the PC~; technolclI;:)Y. 80th the size of
the licensed area and the ~ig bucks competitors will
eliminate us. Since C'Ul~ new e~<ChangeS, with populations of
about 50 ~amilies, are included in the same area for PCS as
Boise, ho·.... can we expect to c1::>mpet.e with a us West. c,r GTE in
a mapket area that includes a city of 125,000 popUlation?

Small communiti~s depend on you, the Comr"ission, to guard our
l'i';Jhts and insui~e that we are able to part.ie ipat.e in t.he
telecommunication technology. Don't be swayed by dense urban
populali.:.ns that have c'Jmpet.i tc.rs vying to serve them. We
are anxious, as a telephone company, to provide modern
telecommunications to the residents of Yellow Pine and
Warren, Idaho who are so rural that they are snowed in all

\

Established in 1909 • Williams Family Owned Since 1943



.' ...

~\/intel'. You tK.ld t.he key for'
like them in t.he West not. for
any modern service of any kind.

servi ce fOl~

compet.it.ive
t.hem and ot.hers

serv ices but. for

Thank you for your consideration and the opport.unity to
respond before your decision is made.

Sincerely,

Lane R. Williams, Manager
Midvale Telephone Exchange, Inc.

cc Sen. Larry Craig


